3 


—_— . 
= «3992 __ —— © y © 1 
I \. 
4 # 
- de! . &., fy \» 
4 % A L p » # at? 
o7 v- 
: * 
LS 
+ Dag? 
» ©. 
"1 - . 
"*y , 
o _— 


AGAINST 


All \& Sawers of Diſſention, Strife aud Dijnt, + 
amongſt the People of God, by what  * 
Practice, or under what Pre- 
. tence ſoever. |: 


Being intended principally for Wales, yet clle-where to. be. 
diſpoſed by Friends, as in the Counſel of the Lord 
| be directed ; that whereſoever any have made uk 
of my Name upon ſuch an account, it may be 
to do its ſervice, 


Alſo its defired, that all they whom it chiefly concerns, into4 
hands it may come, that they would read-it Nath 
ence and Moderation, apd judge of it in the righteoy uJudg —— 
of Truth, "Mi 
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Dip thow not ſow good Seed in thy field 2 from whence then bath i © 
Tares ? Ht ſafti unto them, An Enemy hath dove this, Mat.1 3.27,28, + 
And the Lord God ſaid wnto the Serpent, becanſe thew dows. © 
this, thou art curſed above all Cattel, and above tuery _ Pet the _* 
field, Gen, 3. 14. | 
Here you may ſee who is the Father of the Sowell. © 
of evil Seeds... j#/* #8. 
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] cſ{timony of I ruth 


AGAINST 


All the Sowers of Diſſention, Strife and Diſcord, 
amongſt the People of Grod, by what 
, Practice, or under what Pre- 
tence ſoever, Cc, 


My dear Friends, 
Hereas I underſtand ( by a Letter from Wales, which 
came to my hand) that ſome bad People in thoſe parts 
\ ( who are led by a contrary ſpirit, of prejudice and-en- 
mity, into marks and diſtinctions of Separation, from 


the faithful Friends and People of God,'in purſuance: of F. P's 


Law, and Curſe, by keeping on the Hat in Prayer, and the like, 
in oppoſition to the pure Truth, and them that live and -walk in it } 
have lately made uſe of my name, as if they had ſomg encourage» 

2nt or trength through me, to carry on a deſign of 
paration, and Oppoſition, againſt the faithful People and Servants 


of the Lord, 'The which being mentioned ( ot as it were laid t6' 


my charge) more then once, I could do no leſs (in the behalf of 
the Truth, and my own Innocencyherein) butbear a faithful and 
publick Teftimony again all ſuch things, expreſhons or practices 
whatſoever,tending to diviſion amangtt the Lotds Peoplezandaiſo 
againſt that tnruly ſpicic from whence anyſuch. fruits and effeRts: 


pſoceed,as having no Unity with it. For the Lord knoweth (and I 533 


viſion, Sew. . 
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*37.. doubt not but many hundreds can teſtify 
Arife,or one caufing diviſion or diſcord among the People of God, 
but on the contrary, grearly delighting"in Peace and Unity,” And 
for this cauſe do I labour and travel in ſoul and-/body, that true 
Love, Mercy and Peace, may daily increaſe and abound in,among 
them, thatthe Dominion of the 11ghteous Seed all may witnels, 
( that have any true bieathings begotten io them. after the living 
God, and the knoiviedge of his Salvation ) whoſe Garment is with= 
out Seam or Rent from the top to the bottom. For I cantruly ſay 
in the uprightneſs of my heatt, That I have no greater Joy, than 


F* oy 
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toſee and feel my Unity in the pure Truth and unfaigned Love of © 


God, with them that walk therein, and that Strife and Diſcord is 
an Abomination to me. 

Therefore, far be it: from me (forever) to Joyn hands with 
ſuch,or any way encourage them that delight to ſoy diſcord among 
brethren, by any ſuch praRtice ( as before mentioned ) or under 
any pretence whatſoever ;. but I do deny, and teſtific againſt all 
whomſoever, or whereſoever, that (hall at any time mention me, 
or make uſe of myName upon ſuch an account. For the Lord knows 

, (who ſearcheth my heart ) That it is the Innocent Seed (in whom 
ouile was never found, which hath long ſuffered, and been oppreſ- 
fed under the bondage of corruption ) that my Soul daily travels 
for, that it might be raiſed'upinto dominion, over all the contrary 
to reign,whoſe right alone it 18, and for the refreſhing and Rrength- 
ning thereof in the leaft. babe; and not at all toencourage or 
frengthen that in any,which doth it oppreſs. For I know right well, 
the Lord hath determined ( and already begun ) to break the Op. 
prefſour of his Seed in pieces, in the particular and in the general. 
And he that gathereth not with Chriſt the Seed, (and to him who 
is the Life and the Truth ) ſcattereth abjoad, from the Truth and 
fiom the Life, and ſo from the Unity of it, which is kept in the 
Bond of Peace. 

And therefore I further teſtify, that if at any time, either from 
my Words, Declaration or Wiiting, any have ſo wrefted or taken 
them, as to Rrengthen the wrong part ( in which lodgeth the pre- 
 judice)'as to oppoſe (or make a patty againſt) the Truth, and 


chemrhatwatk in it (as 1 perceive ſome have done ) that ſwch'a * 
thing was not at all the intent of them, nor inthe thoughts he, Sy 
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Enemy) which words I ſpake in reply, and (indeed, at that in» 
tant) in oppofition-to ſome words of - J. B, but I ſoon after ſaw I 
had not done well, ip ſo doing, and I conſented to the Judgment 
of the Lord in my heart againſt them, and that haſty inconfiderate 
part from whence they did proceed, though it was as ina kind of 
renCerneſs to him,upon the account of his Sufferipgs, which I (and 
many more) did judge had been very great.. But }. B's. words ara 
fulfilled, That be had made a Divifion amongſt the Lords people 
or to thateffe& ; and time, and the effets bath made it manifett., 
which hath been ſo great and wide, through him, among them that 
profeſs the ſame Truth, and the burthen4hereof felt ſo heavy, 
through the tumbling of ſo many people; thatl have-ſaid in my 
heart, in the true arid living ſence of the preſence of the Lord, 
That it had been good for him (and many more) that he had bever 
been born ; and this I write not in the leaſt tinure of prejudice, 
or enmity again{tany perſon whatſoever, butin the true Love and 
Life of God, who 1s bleſſed for ever : Though I am ſenſible, that 
ſome may ſay, (as I once thought) that this 18 a hard ſaying, con- 

. cerning one that ſuffered ſo much, and bore ſuch a Teſtimony up- | 
on the account of Trugh, and eſpecially from thee, who haſt been 
tender toward him, and never appeared in ſuch a ſharp manner ag | 
this againſt him, and his practiſes before, to ſpeak ſo of him (now 
heis dead and gone, and cannot anſiver for himſelf) as Chriftdid 
of Judas, which betrayed him, and went and hanged himſelf, 

As in Anſwer to this, I never did delight to upbraid any man, or 
to lay open the nakednes of any,if with ſafety,in a clear conſcience; 
I could poſſibly cover it ; but rather (if 1 = ſo ſpeak) have been 
to6 favourable in that reſpe& ; but the Lord knoweth wy end and-' 
aimin all thipgs (to whom I do appeal.) And asfor that which is 
dead, lhave little to ſay, one way or other ;. I lock not at the per« _ 
ſon of any, cither dead or living, in that reſpeR yung. I know 
there: ace veſſels of Honour, and of Diſbonour, which are ren 
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Tome there are, ſo far given,up to the ſpirit of Enmity, that ix will 
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(people may ſay) is dead, and Cain, and Nimrod, and Eſas; and 
Why do me mention- them now they are dead and gone, anc rake 
them up out of their Graves,as 7, P. ſaid ; foreſecing by the Wie- 
neſs of God what would-follow, though he was gone from it : 
And I teſtifie, in the Fear, holy Power, Name and Authority. of 
the Lord, that Judas, nor Cain, never did ſo much hurt and miſ- 
chief amongſt thz- Lords p2ople, as he hath done, as to the divert- 
ting of the minds of many from the Truth, and laying tumbling. 
blocks in the way of others, -which would have been eafily gather= 
ed into the Love of the Truth, and Fellowſhip of his Children, 
And Fd had part of the Minitty, and eat in the ſame Diſh with 
the Diſcipks, who were the true Miniſters of Chriſt, and yet he 
lifted up his heel agaifiſt them ; as he hath done, in a greater mea- 
ſure: And as for tis Sufferings, I leave it, as not worth mention- 
ing, in compariſon of the un:ighteouſneſs which hath proceeded. 
from him, and: the wickedneſs which was in his heart : for I can 
produce a Letter of kis, which I lately found by accident (which 
I never ſaw before) which I do believe, that Ju{as {not his bre- 
thren, bzfore mentioned) did ever write the like, Which is Abo- 
minable, and a ſhame to mention ; yea, the very Heathen (that 
know not God) would bluſh to hear ir; againſt which (at the read= 
ing and confideration of the ground, and effeRs it would produce, 
if fuch a thing ſhould be received, as a Principle among people) 


rh dreadful power, and holy zeal bf the Lord, did.ariſe in my - 


heatt; beyond expreſſion, even againſt the Root that bore it, as an 
nnciean depth of Atheiſm, and Ranteriſm, as ever I heard of in 
all my dayes.; the which bad I formerly known that ſuch a thing 
wohld have proceeded from him, I could have done no leſs then 
have botn/a publick teſtimony againlt him long ago : But however; 
its not to late to obzy the motion of the Pure Gdd, when he doth 
require it, for the Truths ſake, and the ſakes of ſome, who have 
i2norantly followed him in that character of divifon before meati- 
oned, who may happily loath, and deteſt ir, and teſtifie againſt 


- him, anditr, in their heart and practice, when they ſhall hear, con» 


fider, and believe theſe things concerning the Author of | ie ; who 
cave it forth as a Law, under the penalty of acurſe, Though 
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rd (if ever) fot them 10 come into. the ohh ly perap 


Fellowſhipis, (and ever was) which, if they zepent not in. 


will perith for ever in their gainſaying. 


And therefore I exhort all, who have any tenderneſs in them to= 


wards God and his Truth, to beware of letting in Prejudice, or 
Enmity 2gaintt any,. or to ſlight ſuch-as God hath bleſſed with his 
Everlaſting ſpiritual Bleſſings ; but rather look well to their own. 
goings, ard keep clean bands, and (hut their eyes from ſeeing of evil, 
rhat they may dwelt with the Everlaſtin [1 Barmugs » for there 15 2 Ge- 
neration, that wowldbe plucking out (or at leaſt eſpying): « Mote i® 
their brothers Eye even while there remain? a w ther own; and 
fuch the Son of God calls Hypoctites, ts afluredly 
Fearfulne(s will ſurpriſe in a Day of Trya therfore, I fay 
avain, inthe Love and Fear of the Lord, t of entertain- 
ing the leaſt thought of that Root of Bitterneſs, wich will defile, 
and hath defiled many, but judge it out, in its firſt appearance ; 
for it tends firſt to ſeperate from the feeling and enjoyment of the 
bleſſed preſence. of the Lord, by which the Soul is refrefhed, and 
nouriſhed, and has dominion over its Enemies ; and ſo'from that 
Life in which the Saints Unity Rands ; and ſo from having Fellow. 
ſhip with them ; and ſo profelling the ſame Truth, withour the en- 
joyment of it, and acceptance With it, makes ſuch, like Cain, 


' who envied his Brother; and therefore ſaid John, Let ws love one 


another, not 4s Cain, who ſlew Bis Brother ; here he mentions Cain, in 


thatday, upon ſuch an occaſion, as an example, knowing that & - 


little-prejudice would eat like a Canker ; and ſaid James, What a 


great matter a little fire kindleth ? and will yet kindle, if it be not 


quenched, by the Water of thz Life of the Lamb, which was ſlain 
from the Foundation of the World, - (that lies in wickedneſs) in 
which Life is our Fellowſhip, which gives us-dominiowover all 


the Beaſts of the Field, and Raging Waves of the Sea, which calt 


up mire and dirt, and cannot reft : Bur in Chriſt, the Everlaſting 
Seed, all the upright in heart have Peace, which God, by big migh- 
ty Hand and Arm is exalting over all, that Truth and Righteouſ- 


neſs may have the Dominion, and Kingdom in the hearts of peo _ 
ple, that he may Reign whoſe Right it is, andall the contrary dE 7 5.6 2] 
ſubduzd and trodden under foot for ever, and er agmanR, RS 
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"Fs This is the "=> the bag nth hep 
_ &crofypliſh it, and briog it-to paſs, that Pecan 


. Hour;' and Glory, may be given to bis Great and rs Gee 
over all, for ever and ever, for he is worthy. 


+ 0 the ſhore TWfimony in the Truth, and for its ſakg, was anwe-to 
give forthgand to clear my own '7 nuocency, that the Trath may 

appear, oy [tisfattion of all faithful Friends, and-tender 

| y ſnch Report ſhall come, concerniy me, un 

; and alſo to [courage that part or ſpirit in 


th to Envy and Prejudice, agdinſt the T: Tres G 
6 thewtha walkin i it, / v ” 


This 7th moner | M1; 
IN ob hy | William Bailey. 
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